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It takes a lot of work—and people—to
make a community run smoothly. Mail
must be delivered, roads must be fixed,
and fires must be extinguished. Animals
are members of our community, and
they have needs too. Taking care of a
community’s animal issues is the job of

an animal care and control officer (ACO). 

An ACO needs the right tools for the
job. Look at this picture. Read the labels
and draw each missing item in the cor-
rect spot. Some have been done for you.

Tools of the Trade

Choose another job that involves helping animals. Draw and label at
least three “tools” necessary to do the job well. 
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This worksheet is adapted from “The Well-Equipped Animal Control Officer,” Animal Sheltering, January/February 2004.

A nametag and badge identify
an animal control officer.

An ACO is loaded with paper,
including dog license applications,
bite reports, lost and found fliers,
and area maps.

A camera is used
to take pictures
as evidence in
animal cruelty or
neglect cases.

A pocket knife can free
a bird caught in tangled
fishing line or a plastic
six-pack holder.

A first aid kit
can help an
injured person
or animal.

A water bottle provides
relief for an animal who’s
been stuck in a hot car.

Gloves are handy for
picking up wiggly or
nippy critters.

A cage, called a carrier,
transports small animals to
the hospital or shelter.Dog and cat food can

lure hungry strays or
animals stuck in trees.

A blanket keeps cold, hurt
animals cozy and warm.

Sturdy boots are good for
slogging through muddy
yards and snowy fields.

A leash, collar, and tag can
be clipped to a stray animal.

A scanning wand,
called a microchip
reader, can identify
a lost or stolen pet.

A net helps an ACO gently 
capture a frightened animal. 

A flashlight
lights up dark
spaces where
animals might
be trapped. 

A cell phone con-
nects an ACO to peo-
ple who need him
and people he needs.

A pen and
pad are good
for taking
notes of
observations. A long control pole with a loop at

the end (like a stiff leash) helps
safely guide an animal forward. 

Under this jacket beats a big heart:
one that cares about the animals
and people in the community.


